Calcium and phosphorus metabolism in patients who have chronic kidney disease.
Disturbances in calcium and phosphorus metabolism are almost invariable consequences of chronic kidney disease (CKD). Because the capacity to regulate calcium and phosphorus metabolism becomes compromised progressively as kidney function declines, calcium and phosphorus homeostasis is disrupted and serum calcium or phosphorus levels are perturbed in many patients with CKD. The level of interest in, and concerns about, abnormalities in calcium and phosphorus metabolism among patients with CKD has increased substantially in recent years. Strategies for clinical management are being revised, and recent recommendations differ substantially from those used previously with a renewed emphasis on safety.